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President’s Report 
 
 
1. On behalf of the Committee, I have pleasure in presenting the 38th Annual Report for the East 

Malvern Junior Football Club, together with the audited Financial Statement for year-end 30 
September 2023. 

 
Season 2023 – Club and Community Highlights 
 
2. Well, what an outstanding season of footy we have just had.  With the rigors of the COVID-19 

pandemic being well and truly behind us, we enjoyed a complete, fulfilling and memorable Season 
2023. 
 

3. We had 35 teams across age groups from Under 8 through to youth girls, with approximately 790 
registered participants.  Once again, girls’ footy was very much to the fore, with us fielding 11 
teams. 
 

4. The success of any junior footy club is always measured in its participation and repeat 
participation.  It was encouraging to see our numbers of teams increase from 34 in 2022 to 35 in 
2023. 
 

5. The U10 Girls Laing team one their Lightning Carnival flag.  In the age groups where the teams 
play for premiership points, it was wonderful to see that we had a total of 18 teams compete in 
finals out of a total number of 23 teams.  We triumphed in 6 of our grand finals.  Congratulations 
to U12 Boys Division 5, U12 Girls Division 1, U14 Girls Division 1, U14 Mixed Division 1 Reserve, 
U15 Divisions 1 and 3. 

 
6. Congratulations to all players in our Club and particularly those who competed in finals in their 

respective divisions.  
 

7. A huge thank you to all coaches, team managers and volunteers across all our teams.  Without 
you, it would not be possible to put our teams on the park each week.  Your devotion to this task 
is warmly received and greatly appreciated. 

 
Social Events 
 
8. The Night of Knights was brought back to life in Season 2023 after the COVID interruption.  Our 

social sub-committee of Mel Hope, Tam Garvey, Bec Odgers and Clare McCann banded together 
an amazing function at the Caulfield Bowls Club.  The preparation and execution of this event 
was beyond measure.  Thanks also to DJ Tim Carter on the wheels of steel keeping us on the 
dancefloor all night.  We look forward to an even bigger and better Night of Knights in Season 
2024. 
 

9. I would very much like to thank Oli Phillips and Sam Whelan, our two barmen each Friday night 
at the Club.  Their cheery disposition and great service are something from which all our members 
benefit. 

 



East Malvern Junior Football Club Incorporated  Registration Number: A0010286M 

10. I would also like to acknowledge and thank Greg Sembelides who, together with his team, run the 
canteen upstairs on Friday nights and also on the weekends at Basil and DW Lucas. 

 
Financial Statement 
 
11. Due largely to some wonderful work from our sponsorship department in attracting some excellent 

sponsorship income to the Club, the input of our Club volunteers in managing the BBQ on Club 
days and also some exquisite financial management from our treasurer, Angus Mackellar, the 
Club is again in a healthy financial position. 

 
12. The cost of kitting out the entire Club in new double-sided football jumpers was an expense that 

was accommodated by this new sponsorship income.  The Club is looking to explore further 
financial opportunities such as community grants with a view to infrastructure projects such as 
lighting on DW Lucas Oval fit to accommodate night games and also netting behind the goals at 
Basil Reserve, to avoid footballs ending up in Gardiners Creek.  We are also looking to expand 
further training initiatives through the football department.  In this regard to Club is fortunate for 
the assistance of Terry Lichtenstein, who has come on board to head up our grants sub-
committee. 

 
Sponsorship 
 
13. The new energy injected into the sponsorship department with Emily Spinks and Dom Guthrie is 

beyond measure.  These two have done a remarkable job in securing new sponsors for our footy 
club as well as enhancing the ongoing relationship with current sponsors.  The awards each week 
which are handed out to all our players is due to Dom and Em’s industry.  We welcomed Marshall 
White on board as a major sponsor.  Thank you to Dan Wheeler and all his team for their 
contributions this year.  

 
14. We are also very fortunate to have MHT Dentistry on board as one of our major sponsors.  We 

are very grateful to Matt and Kate Texeira, Tanya Hynes-Ronchi and all the team from MHT for 
all their support. 

 
15. You will all agree that the new double-sided football jumper have been a revelation, particularly 

when needing our clash jumpers.  These were seen on display week after week and also in the 
finals.  This was due, in no small part, to Marshall White’s and MHT’s support of our Club. 
 

Footy Operations 
 
16. A huge shout out to Jono Brown, the architect of the new football jumpers.  Jono’s tireless work 

in footy ops, together with Patrick Charles and Bart and Caz Drew, means footy ops runs like a 
well-oiled machine. 

 
A huge thank you also to our ground managers over the season: Matt, Jerry, Oli and Alex.  
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Club Awards 
 
17. Many congratulations to all the recipients for our Club awards and in particular our Volunteer of 

the Year Award, Adrian Parsons.  His Knights TV initiative on the eve of the finals was an 
inspiration.  Congratulations also to former treasurer, Paul Sopikiotis, who was awarded life 
membership for his wonderful work managing the financial reins of this fantastic organisation. 
 

Former President – Simon Bell 
 
18. This was my first year President of the Knights and this is my first formal opportunity to recognise 

the work and input Simon made to this Club over a number of years.  He was a player with the 
Club as a junior back in the 1980’s.  He then joined the Club in 2014 as a parent and spent 7 
years as a coach as well as many years on the Committee, in football operations and then 
ultimately 3 years as President.  He led the Club through the hardships of the COVID-19 
pandemic.  He was instrumental in seeing the scoreboard installation on our three grounds come 
to fruition.  

 
19. The Club is incredibly grateful for all that Simon has done. 

 
2023 Committee 
 
20. I was very fortunate to have an amazing Committee, led by our executive: 

my able lieutenant, Caro Hutchison as Vice President and Child Safety Officer, Caz Beadle, our 
tireless and fantastic Club Secretary and Angus Mackellar as our ever diligent and proactive 
Treasurer, our Club administrator, Anne Moore, who is an incredibly important cog in the turning 
wheel of the East Malvern Knights.  Her administrative skills, registration skills and social media 
skills are something to behold.  We are forever grateful for all she does for our Club. 
 

21. Thank you also to Caro for all of her efforts in reviewing Club Policies and also taking on the 
licensing responsibilities for the Club.  I am particularly grateful for all that she does. 

 
22. The football department consisting of Mick Hegan, Andy Wilson, Carl Callenbach and Lori 

Embelton (head of girls’ footy) ensured that all in the football department ran smoothly in Season 
2023.  The introduction of the coaches’ charter has been an inspiration.  Thank you to Sam 
Calogero and the football department for making this happen and also all your efforts throughout 
the season. 
 

23. The football operations crew of Jono Brown, Patrick Charles, Caz and Bart Drew get the job done 
week in week out and work an amazing job behind the scenes.  Our sponsorship crew of Emily 
Spinks and Don Guthrie are amazing assets to our Club helping us make the Club even greater. 
 

24. Many thanks also to our Club Chaplain, Vicki Mustafa.  Vicki is present at all of our home games.  
Without fail she attends every final our Club plays.  Her smiling face, calm demeanour and 
willingness to assist on all of our Club days cannot be paralleled.  Thank you for all you efforts 
this year. 
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Farewell 
 
25. It is with sadness that we farewell Caz Beadle, Patrick Charles and Carl Callenbach from the 

Committee.  I have been immensely grateful for all of their contributions towards the Club.   
 

26. Caz has been an integral member of the Knights for over 10 years.  She has been secretary of 
the Club for much of that time.  Her contacts, communication and ever- present liaison with the 
SMJFL is something that the Club has benefited from greatly.  Caz we will all miss you and hope 
that you are not a stranger in the future.  Please come back and see us. 

 
27. Pat has been involved with the Club in a number of different capacities, namely coach, assistant 

coach, AGC and a valued member of our football operations.  You have been a very important 
part of our Club and we thank you for your devoted service. 

 
28. To Carl, his involvement with the football department and as AGC over the years is greatly 

appreciated.  Thank you for all your work. 
 
29. We wish all members of the Knights’ community a happy, healthy and safe summer sporting 

season and look forward to seeing you back for Season 2024. 

 
GO THE MIGHTY KNIGHTS! 
 
Dugald McWilliams 
President 
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Secretary’s Report 
 
 
Season 2023 kicked off in full swing with the previous disruptions of COVID a distant memory.  
Unfortunately I had to have a major operation just before the season commenced so had to rely on 
other committee members to assist with some of my usual tasks, thanks heaps for the help guys! 
 
We had hundreds of happy Knights running around on the ovals at training & games each week.  Under 
8 numbers were still down as Auskick still hasn’t properly gotten back into the swing of things but we 
had roughly the same number of registered players this year as in 2022 (787). The number of teams 
was up from 34 to 35. 
 
We had teams ranging from U8 to U11 mixed, U12-U15 boys (no U16 boys but will have a team next 
year), U8 to U15 U18 girls (including one team in each of the new age groups U11 & U15 girls). As a 
club, we had 31% participation of girls which is a fantastic. The development of girls footy is something 
that we are very passionate about at the Knights & our wonderful head of girls footy Lori Embelton is 
doing an amazing job with the number of girls joining the Knights rising each year. Of our 35 teams, 
more than half (18) made finals & we had 6 teams walk away with a premiership under our belts. One 
of our U10 girls teams also won their Lightening Carnival, go girls! An amazing result! 
 
As always, our key focus at the Knights is providing a safe environment for our kids & parents to enjoy 
football, supporting the development of our players and encouraging respect & integrity within the 
Knights community.  Unfortunately this year, we had quite a few incidents. What was extremely 
disappointing is that a lot of these incidents involved parents rather than children, sadly a couple even 
involved coaches.  After each incident, action was taken immediately, sanctions handed down where  
appropriate & steps were put into place by the committee to ensure that there are no repeat 
performances.  In speaking with the other club secretaries in the League, all had a bad year with regards 
to “incidents”, so hopefully 2023 was just a “one-off”.  The committee is committed to continuing to 
educate all players, coaches, volunteers &amp; parents as to what constitutes appropriate behaviour. 
 
In my sixth year as club secretary, I have continued to work closely with the SMJFL & further built on 
relationships previously established.  We liaised with the team at the League with regards to fixtures & 
ensured that all games were at the appropriate times & that all matches fit on our three ovals. The 
League did a good job of managing the many fixtures & were receptive to our suggested changes in 
the majority of instances. 2023 also saw the introduction of the Secretaries WhatsApp chat. This was a 
great way to communicate with the other clubs (eg team numbers, etc) & get some insight as to how 
the other clubs are run. 
 
A big thanks to the League for their hard work this year. I would also like to thank all Mighty Knights 
volunteers & parents who contribute their time to make the Knights the wonderful club that it is, I know 
that all your little mighty Knights players appreciate your efforts. And kudos to my fellow committee 
members for all their hard work over the year (including all the sub-committee members who work 
“behind the scenes”, particularly the wonderful Sally Wajszel who ran the merchandise stand almost 
single-handedly following my operation, thanks Sal!)  Without the substantial amount of time they put 
into supporting the club, we would not be the club that we are today. We are losing two wonderful long 
serving committee members this year: Pat Charles (Footy Ops, up at 6am most Sundays assisting with 
ground set up then back again at 5pm to help with the pack down, whilst also juggling the AGC role) & 
Carl Callenbach (who has been part of the Football department &amp; has been AGC over many years), 
thanks for your contribution guys! 
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I am stepping down this year after 6 years in a role that I have loved (even though it is hard work 
sometimes) but given my son left the Knights two years ago, I thought my time had come. I have loved 
working with every member of this fantastic committee. I am handing over the reigns to the amazing 
Georgi Evans, go Georgi, you will be great! I certainly see great things in the Knights’ future with this 
awesome bunch of people leading the way! 
 
Hope everyone has a fantastic season in 2024. 
GO the mighty KNIGHTS! 

Carolyn Beadle 

Secretary 
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Treasurer’s Report 

 

Refer separate document for EMJFC Financial Report 2023 
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Department Reports 
 
EMJFC Football Department – Mick Hegan, Carl Callenbach, 
Andrew Wilson & Lori Embelton 
 
The Football Department team began our work for the 2023 season in September of 2022.  Between 
late September 22 and March 23 many discussions via email, phone and meetings had transpired which 
enabled the Footy Department to be in good shape for the forthcoming season.  
 

• Andrew Wilson joined the footy department. Andrew brought a fabulous injection of energy 
ideas and a ‘can do’ approach.  

• EOI discussions had begun with those who had been appointed in 2022. 
• Est of all age groups re players for 2023 for the purposes of team nominations to SMJFL. 
• Nominations of players for Saints NGA and SMJFL Intraleague. 
• Appointment of specialist coaches, BD Sports, kicking skills and Malcolm Bangs, tackling. 
• Appointment of age group co-ordinators for each year level. 
• Liaison with Council and local cricket clubs for the purpose of establishing timetables & venues 

for pre-season training. 
• Organisation of some pre-season games both internal and external. 
• Understanding of the new coach accreditation process from AFL via Coach.AFL for coaches.   
• Liaising with Malvern District Auskick regarding potential numbers for under 8’s.       
• Updating the Football Policy. 
• Owing to Covid restrictions we didn’t pursue the annual Mosman trip. 
• Assisting AGC’s with team selection. Referral to club policy for age groups.  
• Club information session for coaches.  
• Preparation of the training roster for winter.  
• Request from league to establish a Coach Charter.  Refer attachment 4.  

 
Participation numbers 

The club retained a solid percentage of existing players whilst also attracting new players from outside 
the club. The team participation was to be 35 teams, up 1 from 2022.  
 
The club continues to grow particularly in the girl’s divisions.   
 
The traditional feeder primary schools in the local area, Malvern Primary, Lloyd Street, St Marys, St 
Rochs, Solway and Caulfield Grammar made up the majority of under 8-10 players. The club is also 
represented by other local schools in the local community being St Michael’s, Malvern Central, St 
Josephs, Malvern Valley, Carnegie Primary, Melbourne Montessori, Essex Heights & Ashwood. 
 
What changed in 2023? 

The league introduced U11 & u15 girl’s age groups which was a terrific outcome for the Knights and 
many other clubs. The league did try to introduce U9 girls but we as club couldn’t attract sufficient 
participation numbers nor could other clubs. As it turned out, the handful of girls keen to play U9 Knights 
footy joined the u10 girls age group and had a fabulous time. The league also chose to move away 
from modified rules for u12 Girls which had been introduced in 2022.  
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Soft and Hard grading of age groups. 
 
Given recent experience, and consistent with our club philosophy the club didn’t hard grade u11 or u12 
boys which some other clubs certainly do.  It is the committees view that kids in these age groups 
should continue to share some friendships and also experience movement from a previous team to 
meet other kids and families in our community.  
 
Participation Numbers 
 
Year 

Overall Boys Girls 
Teams 
Overall Boys Girls 

2023 787 541 246 35 24 11 
2022 796 600 196 34 25 9 
2021 850 673 177 38 29 9 

 
• 2019 we had 41 teams, 2020 we had  40 teams. 

 
Club results overall 2022 and 2023 
 
Year P W L FF D BYE FOR AGST % 
2023 556 298 252 3 6 17 18520 16697 110.92% 
2022 521 304 211 9 6 18 21642 17411 124.30% 
2021 326 179 129 NR NR NR 1015 8324 120.31% 

 
FF = Forfeits. 2023 EM 2, Opposition 1.  NR = not recorded  
 
Finals – 18 out of a possible 23 teams played finals, 7 teams played in Grand Finals which was the 
same amount in 2022. 
 
 
Premierships (6) 

Congratulations to U12 Boys Div 5, U12 Girls Div 1, U14 Girls Div 1, U14 Boys Div1 Reserve and U15 
Boys Div 1&3  
 

• Attachment 1 - Teams per age group and regos 2019 – 2023.  
• Attachment2 - Teams per matches played and age group results 2019-2023. 
• Attachment 3 - School representation 2021-2023 

 
 
Looking ahead to 2024 

• Coaching expressions of interest have begun with some appointed for 2024. 
• the club is in discussion with Sandy Bay Lions in Hobart to reintroduce a travel experience for 

some our u10 age groups. 
• Prahran Senior Football Club will again use DW Lucas next season. 
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Objectives of the Football Department 

Our key objective is to create a safe, supportive and fun environment for all our players and families. 
Key objectives for 2023 continued to include:  

• Working closely with AGC’s re all coaching appointments. 
• Maintain participation rates. (I want to come back and play next year) 
• Sportsmanship and fair play.  
• An environment and program that fosters learning (I learned my footy at the Knights) 
• Appropriate drills & skills are the key focus of training sessions. 
• Coaching staff to ensure there is an element of fun at training.   
• Younger teams in their age groups sing the club song together as one at the end of training.   
• Build and maintain a strong sense of community (community club not school-based club) 
• Develop players to transition into school, youth and then senior football.  
• Increase female participation on and off the field. 
• To improve the level of education for our coaches across all facets of the game. 
• To put forth suitable grading recommendations to the SMJFL for each age group prior to the 

season commencement. 
• Internal coaches’ session prior to the season. (Knights Way) 

 
Recognition  

It’s always nice when one hears about teams or individuals that play the game in the right spirit win lose 
or draw. The following is a note the footy departments received from the u14 coach of Dingley Junior 
Football Club.  
 
 
Subject: U/14 Sangster 
Hi guys would just like to say a big thank you to your club for hosting us there on Sunday. We were 
made to feel very welcome on arrival and that continued on for the rest of the day via your ground 
manager who was great. 
 
We would like to commend your u/14 Sangster boys who committed themselves to playing great football 
even though the score board was not an indication of how they approached the game. 
After the final siren the way they chatted and interacted with myself and my team was fantastic and a 
credit to the team parents and coaching staff. Thanks again. 
Mark Williams Coach of the Dingley u/14 Div 2 
 
Congrats to Jono Brown and all the crew.  One of the absolute best Jono, a fabulous leader. 
 
 
Acknowledgement 

Thank you to Carl Callenbach who is stepping down from the footy department at the end of 2023. 
When Carl joined the footy department our team needed an injection of a ‘can do’ attitude to help others, 
plenty of energy and a new set of eyes to impart some wise counsel.  It’s not easy when one combines 
a role on the committee but also acts as AGC, both roles require a very thoughtful approach.  Carl, 
you’ve been an integral part of the footy department team over the past 4 years as, thank you for your 
contribution.     
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The Football Department would like to acknowledge all AGC’s, Team Managers and Coaches for your 
tireless efforts throughout the planning stages of preseason to bring all the teams together in 
preparation for the 2023 season. A shout out to Footy Ops, Jono, Patty and Bart, ENORMOUS, we love 
you guys, thank you. 
 
Thank you to Club President Dugald McWilliams, Club Secretary Caz Beadle & the committee along 
with the Knights football community for all the support throughout the year. 
 
A big thank you to all our Knights players for your participation and contribution to our wonderful club.  
To the players whose junior careers came to an end in 2023, the club wishes you well in your future 
endeavours wherever that may be.  
 
 Bring on 2024, carn the Mighty Knights. Best junior AFL club in the world!  
 Mick Hegan, Carl Callenbach, Lori Embelton, Andy Wilson. 
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Attachment 2

Age Group 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023 2021 2022 2023 2021 2022 2023 2022 2023
Teams Teams Teams Teams Teams MP MP MP Won Won Won Byes Byes

U8Mixed 4 4 3 3 3 28 49 50 17 29 22 2 2
U9Mixed 4 4 4 4 3 36 66 48 25 40 20 2 0

U10Mixed 4 4 4 3 4 26 50 67 18 38 34 1 1
U10 Girls 2 1 2 2 2 18 26 33 12 6 22 3 0
U11 Girls 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 14 0 0 8 0 3

U11 Mixed 5 3 4 4 3 36 63 47 19 38 26 0 0
U12 Boys 4 5 3 3 4 26 46 64 14 20 41 0 0

U12 Girls Mod 3 3 2 1 0 18 14 0 13 3 0 0 0
u12 Girls Non Mod 0 0 0 1 2 0 15 32 0 6 17 1 1

U13 Boys 2 3 4 2 2 35 31 29 27 19 11 0 0
U13 Girls 0 0 0 1 1 0 12 14 0 10 9 3 1
U14 Girls 4 3 2 1 2 18 16 29 6 12 15 0 3
U14 Boys 3 2 3 3 2 26 47 34 10 32 14 0 0
U15 Boys 3 2 2 2 3 17 27 46 9 15 33 1 5
U15 Girls 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 17 0 0 10 0 1
U16 Boys 1 3 1 1 1 9 15 0 4 11 0 2 0
U16 Girls 1 2 2 2 0 18 29 0 11 15 0 1 0
U17 Boys 0 0 1 0 0 9 0 0 6 0 0 0 0

Youth Girls 1 1 1 1 1 7 15 32 6 11 16 2 0
41 40 38 34 35 327 521 556 197 305 298 18 17

MP = Matches played

Attachment 1

Age Group T 2019 T 2020 T 2021 T 2022 T 2023 R 2021 R 2022 R 2023 Comments 2021 Comments 2022 Comments 2023 Est T 2024

U8 Mixed 4 4 3 3 3 65 65 57 One very young team 3
U9 Mixed 4 4 4 4 3 84 79 71 3

U10 Mixed 4 4 4 3 4 92 74 75 3
U10 Girls 2 1 2 2 2 33 36 31 One very young team 2
U11 Boys 5 3 4 4 3 85 90 71 4
U11 Girls 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 23 First year U11G 1
U12 Girls 3 3 2 2 2 32 39 40 Mod and Non Mod Both teams in N Mod 2
U12 Boys 4 5 3 3 4 67 74 87 all soft graded teams 3

U13 Boys 2 3 4 2 2 89 54 53
Numbers dropped by 

15 from 2020
Lost a dozen or so 

from 2021
Tricky rego numbers 3

U13 Girls 0 0 0 1 1 0 27 33 N/A New age group 2

U14 Girls 4 3 2 1 2 46 29 34
2nd team struggled but 

had fun
2

U14 Boys 3 2 3 3 2 65 76 52 65 was just enough
2nd team poorly graded 

in Div 2
2

U15 Boys 3 2 2 2 3 48 56 75
Recruits from Glen Iris 

helped get 2nd team
Unusually high regos for 

age group
2

U15 Girls 0 0 0 0 1 27 1
U16 Girls 1 2 2 2 0 52 41 0 1
U16 Boys 1 3 1 1 0 40 32 0 2

U17.5 Boys 0 0 1 0 0 42 0 0 0
Youth Girls 1 1 1 1 2 10 24 58 Merger with St Pauls 1

Total 41 40 38 34 35 850 796 787 37
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Attachment 3

School Boys Yr 2021 Yr 2022 Yr 2023 School Girls Yr 2021 Yr 2022 Yr 2023
Ashwood High 0 2 2 Ashwood High School 0 2 2
Auburn High 8 6 0 Auburn High 2 0 0
Bialik College 2 3 0 Avila College 7 6 7
Box Hill Senior Secondary 3 0 0 Camberwell High 3 3 4
Brighton Grammar 2 2 4 Canterbury Girls' Secondary 2 3 3
Camberwell Grammar 2 2 3 Carey Grammar 0 2 3
Camberwell High 8 4 3 Caulfield Grammar 30 37 46
Carey Grammar 2 0 0 Haileybury College - City 0 3 3
Caulfield Grammar 65 50 52 Korowa Anglican Girls 6 5 3
De La Salle College 13 24 28 Lauriston Girls 3 2 0
Essex Heights Primary 0 4 3 Lloyd Street Primary 8 10 16
Kingswood College 0 0 2 Loreto College Mandeville 31 37 57
Lloyd Street Primary 65 56 46 Malvern Primary 12 15 9
Malvern Central 3 4 5 Malvern Valley Primary 3 0 0
Malvern Primary 98 88 77 Melbourne Girls Grammar 2 3 4
Malvern Valley Primary 10 7 13 Methodist Ladies 2 0 5
Melbourne Grammar 26 23 19 Parkhill Primary 0 0 2
Parkhill Primary 4 0 0 Sacre Coeur 23 20 21
Rowville Secondary 2 0 0 School Unknown 8 6 5
Salesian College 7 3 3 Schools (1 Student Rego) 13 9 8
School Unknown 6 12 9 Siena 0 2 3
Schools (1 Student Rego) 23 15 19 Solway Primary 5 10 11
Scotch College 37 34 31 St Catherine's 0 3 5
Solway Primary 52 53 34 St Mary's 7 6 12
St Joseph's School 5 2 5 St Roch's 5 8 9
St Kevins 111 97 85 Star of the Sea 0 0 2
St Mary's School 26 28 33 Strathcona Girls Grammar 2 0 0
St Michaels Grammar 9 7 7 Wesley College 3 4 6
St Roch's OSHC 27 28 30
Trinity Grammar 2 3 0
Wesley College 9 11 7
Xavier College 46 32 21

673 600 541 177 196 246
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AGE GROUP COORDINATORS SUMMARIES 
 
Under 8 Mixed 
 
The search for coaches and team managers began in earnest before the end of the 2022 calendar 
year. By February 23, I had locked away five of the 9 major roles, a few little more prods here and there 
from ‘Mickey the Pest’ and finally the remaining vacancies were filled. Some big names too, who these 
big names are will remain a mystery.  
 
Towards the end of March there had been a few meetings to discuss how many teams, how the teams 
would be put together, footy department policy, team manager handbooks, club volunteer umpires, 
registration processes for everyone no matter who you were and what you were doing, add to that 
coaches accreditation, WWCC, Lightning carnival approach for grading, jumpers, club open day, 
mouthguards not to mention the most important thing, yes, you guessed it, the first official training night 
for some of our newest Mighty Knights kids. 
 
I say this every year, but it goes without saying that without Team Managers, teams don’t get on the 
park.  A massive thank you to Caz Skudar, Jess Mitchell and Heath Whitford who took on the TM role 
which they handled like they had done it before! I think it is fair to say that you all found out that there 
was something else that you had to do each day as the season opener drew closer.  
 
Our coaching crew consisted of Andrew Quail, Anthony Lynch Brad Carmody, Cam Doig, Chris 
Ackermann & Chris McCarty. Thank you, gentleman, for your willingness to volunteer your time to 
educate and develop a wonderful bunch of youngsters in the world’s greatest game.  
 
Thank you also to Caro Hutch for your assistance in providing TM’s with education about their role, 
league rules etc and the Knights footy template for rosters, awards, team lists etc. 
 
A shout out to all the parents that helped in some capacity at training, game day, first aid training or 
presentation day, thank you. It’s a team effort, without everyone chipping in the Knights isn’t the great 
club it is.  
 
Thank you to the u8s, I look forward to watching your development in the coming seasons. 
 
U8 Coach summaries  
 
The 2023 U8 Mahony team had a wonderful first season of football at the Knights. The improvement 
from the first training session to the Lightning Carnival was nothing short of incredible. Our team list 
comprised of 19, the commitment week in week out was outstanding with every member of the team 
participating and giving their best efforts. The boys played and trained in all different kinds of conditions 
throughout the season which gave them a very solid foundation to launch their individual football 
journeys. By the end of the season, the team was working together moving the football down the field 
displaying sound skills by hand and foot which was very pleasing to watch. 
 
With all but one committed to play next year at the Knights (one family is moving interstate), I would 
overall describe the season as very successful. It was an absolute pleasure to coach such an energetic, 
respectful and dedicated group of young men. I would also like to personally thank our Assistant Coach, 
Cam Doig, our Team Manager Jess Mitchell and all our other volunteers, parents, grandparents and 
supporters. Go Knights   
 
Andrew Quail. 
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The beginning of the year was interesting. The initial round robin competition to start the season off 
indicated the need to learn the rules, learn teammates names, learn to compete for the ball, learn the 
positions, put simply we needed to learn the game.  
 
We worked a lot on moving, because the kids stood still a lot. We did lots of drills that required them to 
move. As the year progressed, there was a lot of improvement from all players. It was definitely a case 
of 2 steps forward, one step back though.  
 
We won about 3 games throughout the season, but typically one quarter of good opposition football 
would normally be the difference. The highlight was definitely the last day with the Lightning 
Premiership. We won 4 of the 6 halves and the lads performed so well. There were half a dozen kids 
who played easily their best football for the year. It was really pleasing to see. A great way to finish.  
 
They were a great bunch of kids from different schools who all bonded well, as did the parents. 
 
Thank you to Caz as TM and Chris Ackermann who was a terrific assistant. 
 
Chris McCarty 
 
This year we had a terrific group of young fellas and parents who clicked right from the beginning. 
Training was enjoyable and the boys were coachable. They were a competitive group with an even 
spread of talent.  
 
Throughout the season we played team footy with each player playing an even amount of time forward, 
mid and back. We were in every game and won far more than we lost. The only blowout loss was when 
we played on the full Stanley Grose oval which was too big for our style of footy. 
 
We had the bare minimum numbers most weeks and often played with 16. It would be good to have a 
few more registrations next season for three teams. 
 
We finished with an excellent Lightning Carnival and had a great day at the Presentation afternoon. 
 
A huge shout out to Anthony Lynch who was a fantastic Assistant Coach, Andy Fernon our runner and 
TM Heath Whitford who continued with the admin after his son stopped playing. Thanks also to the 
wonderful parents who supported and volunteered each week. 
 
Brad Carmody 
 
Mick Hegan AGC 
 
 
Under 9 Mixed 
 
The 2023 season was a great year for the under 9s with three teams participating - Team Smith, Team 
Higgins and Team Stone. These teams consisted of over 70 players in total, 14 of which were new 
players - either joining from other local teams or completely new to junior football. There were also a 
number of new assistants joining the coaching ranks this year and we look forward to, and encourage 
them, to consider moving into team coaching roles in 2024! 
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The skill level across all teams was a noticeable improvement on last season. Considerable effort was 
placed into finalising the three teams with an even distribution of skill. This afford each team the same 
balance and the opportunity for each coach to rotate players and trial different game day strategies. 
 
Well done to all the under 9s players, we look forward to seeing you in under 10s next year! A 
congratulations to the U9 Mixed Best & Fairest winners - Robert Thompson, Harry Drieberg and Eddie 
Teixeira. 
 
Sarah Drieberg & Holly Ames AGC’s 
 
 
Under 10 Girls 
 
‘The under 10 girls season demonstrated the unpredictability and excitement that makes junior footy so 
captivating.  
 
The more experienced Team Eva dominated the competition, showcasing exceptional teamwork and 
skill. Under the guidance of Coach Dave Storey and Assistant Coach Brett Strickland the team had a 
fantastic season and consistently outperformed their opponents. They were unlucky to miss out on the 
Premiership.  
 
On the other hand, the less experienced Team Laing faced a few more challenges. For many in the 
team this was their debut season. Under the mentorship of Coach Phil Morrison and Assistant Coach 
Chloe Jansen the girls gained experience and honed their skills. Performance improved as the season 
continued, and when it mattered most, they defied the odds and secured victory in the Lightning 
Premiership. Their determination and resilience were inspiring, turning their season around at the 
perfect moment.’ 
 
Nat Sadler AGC 
 
 
Under 10 Mixed  
 
The 2023 season started in traditional fashion for our Under 10 Mixed group … with coaches’ drinks at 
the Racecourse Hotel on March 15th.  Our one returning Head Coach from Under 9s, Conor O’Sullivan 
was joined by first timers, Cadel Duke, Pete Ockleshaw and Cam Houston. What a line up - what could 
possibly go wrong? Our Head Coaches were paired with exceptional assistants Dan Skanthalingham, 
Dom Guthrie, Shane O’Sullivan and Clinton Holmes respectively.   
  
A few days later on March 19th we knew we were in for a great season when we had over 50 players 
join us at our first pre-season run. As our registrations rolled in, we were delighted to get up to 70 signed 
up players. Great numbers, however, very awkwardly stuck between 3 and 4 teams.  
We managed to recruit another 6 players and ultimately decided to field 4 teams of 19. This ensured 
that every player would get a full game every week rather than having to roster off or run with huge 
benches, however, in doing so we created a very tough year for our brilliant team managers, Jess, 
Shannon, Jenny, Mark, Ben and Lucy. Huge thanks guys! 
 
Our season started well with all four teams playing some daring and consistent footy through the grading 
games. After a few moves, our teams landed in competitive divisions, meaning that we would have to 
play at our best each week to ensure a competitive outcome. This continued throughout the season, all 
the way to the Lightning Participation Festival.  
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Our players all showed huge improvement throughout the year, and we know that this cohort will relish 
the open spaces of Under 11s and be a very good squad for many seasons to come. We are all looking 
forward to watching them progress through the older the age groups.  
 
To all our wonderful Trainers, Umpires, Runners and parent helpers, a huge thanks and well done on 
the season. We truly can’t run this club without your help and your compassion and consideration for 
one another.  
 
Congratulations to our four best and fairest winners Oscar, Dallas, Mavi and Jensen and to every one 
of our Under 10 players, each of whom showed great bravery and achieved their personal best.  
All-in-all a fantastic season for our Under 10’s and we hope to see every family back again for  
Knights Under 11s in 2024.  
 
Nick Mann AGC 
 
 
Under 11 Boys 

The Under 11 Knights this year were represented by 71 players over 3 divisions who as a collective 
produced some outstanding results throughout the 2023 season. The teams were represented in 
division 1, division 3 and division 5 with two of the three teams representing the Knights throughout the 
finals campaign.  

This year, the Under 11 Knights were coached by Hayden Scott (division 1), Dan Cope (division 3) and 
Gareth Briglia (division 5) who all worked together on developing players individual skill sets through a 
variety of drills as well as reinforcing the fundamentals of the game with particular emphasis of 
respecting opposition teams, coaches, volunteers, and umpires. The teams were again rotated to 
ensure all players had the opportunity to form new friendships with players from a number of different 
schools with similar playing ability as well as providing exposure to new coaches with fresh perspectives 
on the game.  

We have seen some significant growth throughout the entire age group which is a testament to the 
coaches involved as well as recognising some of the additional resources facilitated by the club in 
providing specialist kicking and tackling coaches at various times throughout the season, something 
the boys really enjoyed and benefited from.  

Finally, I would like to thank all the parents and volunteers who not only turned up on game day but 
were also extremely supportive throughout the season providing support and encouragement at training 
sessions as well as game day come rain, hail, or shine.   

We look forward to another fantastic season in 2024. 

Scott Harmer AGC 
 
 
Under 11 Girls 
 
In the first year that the Knights fielded a team in the Under 11 Girls Division 1, the Rowbottom girls 
had a hugely successful year, reflecting the strength and depth of the girls’ program at East Malvern. 
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The girls benefited from two wonderful coaches and leaders in Michelle Bourke – our ‘coach of the year’ 
- and Jules Hay, who put in an enormous amount of time and effort to ensure the girls were always 
well-prepared, enthusiastic – even at the early morning starts - and positive. As new friendships formed 
and an atmosphere of camaraderie developed amongst the girls, their on-field success grew. While 
ultimately beaten by rival Prahran in the Grand Final, the team showed their fighting spirit to the final 
siren and walked away happy and committed to return in season 2024. 
 
Clare Kennedy AGC 
 
 
Under 12 Girls 
 
The girls commenced pre-season training in April, resulting in a great number of enthusiastic girls to fill 
2 squads over 2 divisions, some of who, had never played the game before. The development of the 
girls skills was visible over the course of the season.  
 
Parents and coaching staff were extremely supportive and embraced the culture of the club in 
encouraging the girls and this reflected in their individual enjoyment of the game and their enrolment in 
the team culture.  It was wonderful to see both squads supporting each other throughout the season 
and attending each other’s games.  The season ended with a premiership flag for our division 1 girls. 
 
Fantastic effort by all U12 girls for season 2023. 
 
Tam Gavey AGC 
 
 
Under 12 Boys 
 
2023 was about having fun while working hard for the U12 group. And with that came high reward! 
A soft graded approach to our year level gave us 3 out of 4 teams in the finals and a well earned flag 
for our Div 5 Stone team. Terrific results that came from hard work. The boys gave their all during 6 
months of work with a pre-season and training twice a week. 
 
With 87 boys spread over 4 teams we continue to enjoy a high retention rate. Proudly the largest year 
level at the Knights we have embedded a focus on fun while learning and coming together as a 
community. I am confident that most of the boys would have played with one another by now and if not 
they certainly know each other. What a fabulous community to be part of as the boys split from their 
school friendships and go off to Grade 7. It may well be the Knights group that the boys lean on to make 
it all a bit easier starting at a new school. 
This focus is a result of the fantastic coaches and volunteers that have worked with this group, some 
all the way back to Auskick, most of whom from U8. Thank you to all of you. 
 
For 2023 I give particular thanks to head coaches Nick Moore, Paul Licuria, Gavin Coldwell and Jason 
Kloszynski. I am particularly thankful to these four gentleman for; 
 

• fostering a fun yet challenging football environment 
• maintaining a focus on team work and making your team mate better 
• building a year level game plan and team rules/ethos for the boys to follow 
• bringing the boys together through a year level pre-season, year level optional training session 

and encouraging each team to follow and support the other three teams 
• working together.  
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We worked so hard to move away from being four teams to being one team and this was our biggest 
success for the year, closely followed by a premiership!  
 
I also thank the Assistant Coaches and Team Managers that gave so much time to assist each of these 
coaches. There is a lot that goes into this program and you all contributed so much. 
 
My final thank you is to Jamie Diab who gave so much of his time to plan and execute our pre-season 
and second training session each week. These were two key elements to bring the year level together 
and Jamie was pivotal in the delivery. 
 
Finally a big thank you and congratulations to the boys. You are a joy to coach, so appreciative and 
willing to work hard. We enjoy doing this for you as we can see the growth and fun had by all.  It is a 
pleasure to coordinate such a fine group of young boys. On to 2024! 
 
Andrew Wilson AGC 
 
 
Under 13 Boys 
 
 The under 13s approached the start of the 2023 season with 54 registered players that gave us too 
many for two teams and but not enough to filed three through a long season.  The tough decision was 
made to only filed the two teams.  By the end of round 2 and following five long term injuries the two-
team decision paid off. 
 
We fielded teams in Div 1 (David Sheehy / Marcus Dollman) and Div 4 (Roger Gribble / Michael 
Jansen).  A conscious decision was made to rotate player through the Div 1 team based on 
performance.  This gave up to 30 boys the opportunity to play Div 1 football over the course of the 
season. 
 
The Div 1 team was competitive throughout the season, they fought hard each week although often 
missing some additional bigger bodies too man up on their larger opponents.  Eventually they just fell 
short of playing finals.  Nick Fisher topped off a great year winning the B&F. 
 
Roger and Michael created a team environment that allowed all skill levels to flourish and enjoy their 
footy.  The team made the finals giving many of the players their first taste of finals.  Unfortunately they 
narrowly lost a tight final to the ultimate premiers.  The Div 4 B&F went to Ned "Nails" Kennedy.  
 
Carl Callenbach AGC 
 
 
Under 13 & U14 Girls 
 
Season 2023 for the U13/14 girls was one of huge growth. We had 57 girls register pre-season which 
grew to 65 in the first few rounds.  We fielded an U13 team, a combined U13/14 team which competed 
in Div 3, and a reigning premier team in U14 Div 1. The U13 team was coached by Hamish Tostevin 
and assisted by Ollie McLean. Many of the girls had never played footy before and came to games with 
enthusiasm and willingness to give it a go. The girls nearly made finals and the skill development was 
massive - we hope they all come back next year. 
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The combined U13/14 team was made up of 50% who’d never played footy before and a handful who 
played their 50 games this season. They were coached by Adam Hutchison and assisted by Alexandra 
Calogero. The team spirit with this group was phenomenal, we had players who didn’t know anyone at 
the footy club when they started, be welcomed with open arms every week and strong friendships were 
formed. The girls had fun and celebrated every positive passage of play with gusto.  
 
The U14 Div 1 team is a well-established group of girls who have played together for the most part 
since U10s. Coached by James Embelton and assisted by Mark Williams, these girls knew what had to 
be done to defend their premiership cup of 2022. With Charlotte Embelton, Sophie Storey, Milla 
Sweeney-Johnston and Imogen Colliver selected to play in the SMJFL Talent Pathway and Charlotte 
also playing Vic Metro, the team had very successful season and raised the cup high once again in 
2023.  
 
Caro Hutchison AGC 
 
 
Under 14 Boys 
 
Under 14’s had 51 boys register.  Whilst at first we were concerned this might be too many to manage 
on the bench, once the season was in full swing it worked well, catering for winter illnesses and injuries. 
Given many of the boys were experiencing significant growth spurts and additional sporting 
responsibilities throughout the year it also allowed the coaches to rotate and rest players when required. 
We had our teams placed in Divisions 1 and 2, with the Division 1 team coached by Tom & Jack 
Andriske, and the Division 2 team coached by Jono Brown and Dave Lechte, supported by returning 
TM’s Ava Crawford & Stef Brunetti. 
  
The Div 2 team were overpowered by significantly taller and stronger teams throughout the season, 
however they continued to put in great efforts each week and play well together as a team despite the 
obvious mismatch in division. There were lots of opportunities throughout the season for the Div 2 boys 
to play up in the Division 1 team and get the exposure to Div 1 football, which was tough and fierce 
throughout the season. 
  
The Div 1 team finished the season 6th of 10 on the ladder, with 5 games decided by less than 1 goal 
many games could have gone either way. After a big loss in the Reserve finals to Mordi Brae, they 
came back hard in the next final kicking 10 goals straight to beat St Bedes Mentone by 33 points, 
following that with a hard fought win over Mordi Brae to win the Reserve Grand Final. 
 
Thank you to EVERYONE that pitched in in some shape or form to help throughout the season.  
 
Sean Fitzgerald AGC 
 

Under 15 Girls 

The girls had an outstanding season culminating in making the Div 1 Grand Final and going down in an 
extra time thriller against Port Melbourne Colts. Our team included a number of girls playing competitive 
football for the first time. In addition, our 40-60 game tier of girls really developed both their football 
skills and game sense. We are confident this group of girls will both return to the Knights in 2024 as 
well as continue to improve in all facets of the game.  

https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fprotect-au.mimecast.com%2Fs%2F7IT-CyoNZqT4xzLFZUh7V%3Fdomain%3Dtime.in&data=05%7C01%7Cmichaelh%40maritimesuper.com.au%7Cf71d0039a69b4828b1f808dbd4ff842a%7Cef333ca625944d26908a0792888640b6%7C0%7C0%7C638337966134304021%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=VbcfhGQzQ5G3YhZKYgxvvEC4VXSyPjPJv77wnYUdOMo%3D&reserved=0


East Malvern Junior Football Club Incorporated  Registration Number: A0010286M 

Our squad numbered 27 players which on paper appeared too large- however for most games of the 
season with illness/school camps etc this amount of players proved optimal albeit with an interchange 
bench of 6-8 players in the finals.  

Our coach Ashleigh Martin did a superb job leading our team with an equal balance of encouragement, 
team discipline and skill development. The group of girls will be back to play U16s next season, and 
our off-season mantra is #unfinishedbusiness 
Adrian Parsons AGC 
 
 
Under 15 Boys  

By any measure the 2023 season for the Mighty Under 15 Knights was a rampant success. The 
highpoints are obvious with all three teams making finals and both our Div 1 and Div 3 boys sharing in 
the ultimate success and Premiership glory. 
 
The backstory is of course more interesting and layered with a multitude of challenges through injury, 
availability and the various logistical issues faced by all clubs and age groups in just getting teams on 
the ground.  Over 80 boys represented the Knights at Under 15 level this year. Our overarching ambition 
and goal  was to create engagement, fun and a sense of togetherness across the whole cohort, player 
1 through to 80. One Team, 3 Divisions.  
 
To enable this to occur it was important that representatives of each group worked together for the 
benefit of all. Heath Goodale led the coaching group, with Div 3 coach Andrew Ronchi and the fantastic 
addition of two young coaches and Knights graduates Archie Connors and Connor Spears taking the 
reigns of Div 4. They were ably supported by committed assistant coaches and team managers, as well 
as a parent group whose involvement and support would be the envy of other clubs. 
 
With conflicts including rep and school footy as well as a ridiculous run of injuries the willingness of all 
teams to work together to ensure we could field teams each week was testament to the goodwill and 
dedication that existed across the group. In addition, we were most indebted to the many Under 14 
boys and their parents who fronted up for a second game in the Under 15’s on many Sundays, just to 
get 18 (or at times 16 or 17) on the park. 
 
There are many individual stories of achievement and overcoming challenge that are worthy of note 
here, but ultimately along with the amazing on field success, the fact that all 80 boys who signed on for 
season ‘23 were as committed and engaged in February as they were at season’s end perhaps best 
underscores the spirit of the Mighty Under 15 Knights. 
 
Jono Knowles & Pat Charles AGC’s   
 

Youth Girls 

Youth Girls had a fantastic turn out this year with over fifty girls signing up for 2023. Unprecedented 
numbers (I think) for this age group and huge kudos for the club to attract so many. Helped significantly 
by a 95% retention rate of the 2022 U/16 girl’s cohort, a decent number of 2022 YG girls sticking around 
and pleasingly a couple of first timers to the club. 

 We had a new head coach and philosophy brought in with a far more intensive preseason and, to the 
best of my knowledge, the first time we have graded the Youth Girls into to two teams. Competition for 



East Malvern Junior Football Club Incorporated  Registration Number: A0010286M 

a spot in the Div 1 teams was tight, but a good problem to have. We also had a number of 
Dragons/Chargers players on our list which was pleasing but at times frustrating due to their lack of 
availability in the Division 1 team. Also, a good problem to have. 

 Was also nice to see both teams make finals, albeit not getting all the way to the big dance. Also, good 
to see more and more players reaching their 50-game milestone, meaning they are sticking around to 
play footy year on year. 

 Injuries were not too bad, and thankfully no serious head knocks (that I am aware of). We did have one 
player in the Div 2 team sidelined for the season after her first game with a nasty foot fracture in Claudia 
Visintini, and Margot in the Div 1 team had a nasty compound knee fracture that had her out for a few 
weeks. A few other soft tissue issues but nothing too serious.  

 All in all, it was good to have a normal season of footy again. A big thanks to the committee for all their 
support for the YG teams this year. 

Matt Hayes AGC 
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EMJFC Football Operations – Patrick Charles, Jonathan Brown & 
Bart Drew 
 
Great to have another full season after COVID, and one where the LED screens were operational on 
all grounds for the entire season. The added complication of Prahran being an additional tenant on 
Lucas was definitely offset by the fact that they are a great club, with great people who made the 
process actually positive! 
 
The highlight for 2023 from a Footy Ops perspective was the move to our new team kit for the season, 
with reversable jumpers! Although it was a huge amount of work to get the new kits sorted and allocated 
to the teams (with delays in shipping meaning that the actual distribution was done while Jono was 
sitting on a beach at Port Douglas), it was fantastic to see the boys and girls running around in their 
team kits (blue and red), and not needing to manage the clash kits each Friday night (and Sunday…). 
A huge effort by the sponsorship team, with special mention to the irrepressible Emily, negotiating to 
get the more expensive jumpers paid for by the sponsors! 
 
Our Ground Managers for 2023 were Matt and Jerry again, with Ollie Brown initially helping with setup 
in the early mornings… But as happens with boys who play footy, we lost Matt mid season to a knee 
reconstruction (and then Jerry to concussion for a couple of weeks). The Ops team pulled together to 
help with setup, and Ollie (who had completed all the training at the start of the season) ended up being 
a life saver to cover our Sundays! 
 
Having two technical and capable individuals on the team (Bart and Patty, NOT Jono) means that the 
training and running of the scoreboards was relatively smooth, even if we had one ant infestation 
(requiring a call to the Yoles [Angus] for assistance), and some challenges with the users! 
 
After receiving initial support for additional storage facilities at Stanley (and Basil) – not much progress 
was made over the season. We have again approached Stonington to see what we can get, and when! 
That said, we have really improved the equipment management at Basil, and were far more proactive 
in getting parent help on a Sunday to make sure we started on time! 
 
Sharing Lucas with the EM seniors and Prahran was a bit of a challenge – but all parties approached 
this with a great sense of comradery, and it ended up being much easier than feared. Storage is at a 
premium, but we have managed it well, and even the sharing of grounds on a Wednesday was generally 
a positive experience. It will be great to get access to the pavilion back on a Wednesday night (for 1st 
aid and other training), but that wont happen until 2025 – as we will share facilities again next year. 
 
From an operational perspective, the new marquees and walkie talkies were a great addition – making 
grounds management much improved. It was great to fire up ‘the beast’ for presentation day… a little 
bit of cleaning in the morning, and we were rewarded with a seriously impressive industrial BBQ – which 
allowed us to make a little money for new equipment in 2024. 
 
After 4 years, Patrick is stepping down from his committee role, and we (Bart and Jono) would like to 
formally acknowledge just how much he has contributed to the club, and to us. He will be missed, but 
has earned the break? Bart will be taking more of a lead in 2024 – but Jono still has unfinished business 
in regards to operational and equipment efficiencies which he wants to see through next year! 
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EMJFC Sponsorship Report – Emily Spinks & Dom Guthrie 
 
The Knights gratefully acknowledge the generous support of our sponsors and encourage all club 
members to return support to these local businesses to show our appreciation of their support.  
  
Marshall White Armadale, our major sponsor in their first year, have been an incredible support of the 
EMJFC, becoming our jumper sponsor for the 2023 season, thank you to Daniel Wheeler and his team!  
  
MHT Dentistry, Matt Teixeira was again heavily involved as both a sponsor and supplier of fitted mouth 
guards to all age groups.  
  
As both Major Sponsors we would like to acknowledge their generous support over the past year, and 
we look forward to partnering up with them again in 2024.  
  
We’d also like to extend a huge thank you to our Platinum Sponsors for their generous contributions; 
Toorak Autobody for purchasing new goal post pads and Chadstone Toyota for hiring the marquee on 
presentation day, purchasing new footballs, and so much more!   
  
To our Gold sponsors; LTD Promotional Ware, PNO Insurance and ME Physio, and our Silver 
Sponsors; Malvern Road Wine & Beer House, Pure Sport & Images thank you! 
  
Finally, thank you to our Game Day Sponsors who so very kindly donate ‘Game Day Vouchers’ every 
round to every age group from the U/8’s to U/16’s. 
  
For all our sponsors to continue with our football club we need to give back to them so let’s get behind 
all of them as they find the necessary funding that allows us to run the club across all areas and this is 
an area in which our Sponsorship team will be driving again in 2024.  
 
 
 

Communications Report – Anne Moore 
 

In 2023 the aim was to build further on a consistent and engaging presence for our members through 
regular updates of game day photos and upcoming events throughout the season via social media.  A 
reminder to follow our instragram / facebook pages has been added to our regular newsletters to 
members. 
 
Our website resulted in 9353 site sessions for the football financial year which is a 14% increase on the 
2022 season.  Our unique visitors decreased to 5256 suggesting that more of our membership base 
are visiting the website on a regular basis and not just at the time of registration.  The majority of visitors 
utilized google to find the website or went direct.  Our website is mainly used for registrations and 
merchandise sales. 
 
We now have 1702 followers on Instagram (21% growth on last year) & 902 followers on Facebook 
(steady vs 2022).  Our Instagram page has had consistent growth over the last 4 years and our social 
media posts have also grown in engagement with an average reach on Facebook of 163 and on 
Instagram of 333.  Our total reach on facebook for season 2023 was 14,387 (increase of 49.6% vs 
2022) and Instagram was 17,016 (increase of 68.7% vs 2022).  The post with the largest reach being 
3.8k and 457 likes when Bailey Smiths visited Friday night training.  Notable second place in terms of 
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reach was a draw between the post with Alistair Clarkson with a reach of 2921 which was 986% higher 
than our median and the post with the most a of shares was KnightsTV Ep 5 with 174 shares. 
 
In 2024 together with our sponsorship team we will be aiming to provide greater return on investment 
for our sponsors through targeted promotion throughout the season both via newsletters and social 
media. 
 

 

Merchandise Report – Carolyn Beadle 
 
Welcome Day was a flurry of activity again this year (as always) with plenty of excited kids desperate 
to get their hands on their Knights kit. As usual many kids were able to convince their parents to buy 
the full Knights kit, not just the mandatory shorts & socks. 
 
I was unfortunately unable to assist at the majority of the Friday night merch stalls post my operation 
but the amazing Sally Wajszel stepped up & ran the stall almost single handedly, roping in the odd 
friend/committee member here & there to assist. Thanks so much for your hard work & dedication 
 
Sal, we would have been lost without you! And thanks also for roping in a few friends to assist with the 
merch stocktake, it made the mammoth task go much faster than usual (thanks also to Caro & Lori from 
the committee who pitched in to help). 
 
We had another very good year in Merch, selling lots of shorts, training tops & socks at the start of the 
season & then plenty of trackies & hoodies as Melbourne Winter kicked in (in Autumn!).  I am handing 
over the merch reigns to the wonderful Sally Wajszel (who will run the merchandise stalls at the 
Welcome Night & at Friday night training) & amazing newcomer Teri Lichtenstein (who will do the merch 
rec & ordering to make sure that we don’t run out of merch for our mighty Knights players). Thanks so 
much for taking over ladies. Promise I will be there to help out on Welcome Night & at least the first 
Friday night! Things should be much easier if we get the new POS system that I am pushing for! 
 
Go Knights!! 
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Sponsors 
The Knights gratefully acknowledge the generous support of our sponsors and encourage all club 
members to return support to these local businesses to show our appreciation of their support. 

 

2023 Sponsors 

Major Sponsor 

MHT Dentistry  
 
 
 

189 Darling Road 
Malvern East 
Contact: Dr Matt Teixeira 
9813 8853  

Marshall White, Armadale 
 
 
 

1111 High Street, Armadale 
Contact: Daniel Wheeler 
0411 676 058 

 
Platinum Sponsors 

Toorak Autobody 718 Malvern Rd, Prahran 

Gold Sponsors 

Chadstone Toyota 1632 High Street, Glen Iris 

Malvern East Physiotherapy 154 Waverley Road, Malvern East 

PNO Insurance 1911 Malvern Road, Malvern East 

LTD Promotional Ware 1/3 Bignell Road, Moorabbin 

Silver Sponsors 

Pure Sport Images Safety Beach 

Malvern Road Wine & Beer House 1947 Malvern Road, Malvern East 

Centre Court Lawns Chadstone 

Game Day Sponsors 

Boost Juice Malvern Malvern Central Shopping Centre  

Chargrill Charlie 216 Gelnferrie Rd, Malvern 

Grill’d Chadstone Shopping Centre 

Pizza Religion 12-18 Claremont Ave, Malvern 

Clancey’s Bakehouse 278 Waverley Rd, Malvern East 

Mae Cafe 139 Waverley Rd, Malvern East 
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2023 Sponsors 

Honorary Supporters 

The Hon. Dr MP Michelle Ananda-Rajah 1/1343 Malvern Road, Malvern 

The Hon. Michael O’Brien MP 313 Waverley Rd, Malvern East 
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2023 Coaches & Team Managers 

Age Group Team Coach Team Manager 

Under 8 

Reeves Brad Carmody Heath Whitford 

Mahoney Andrew Quail Jessica Mitchell 

Answerth Chris Mcarty Caz Skudar 

Under 9 

Higgins Bart Drew Claire Birrell 

Smith Angelo Fazio Sarah Drieberg / Jacqui Bristow 

Stone Anthony Ballard Andrew Finney 

Under 10 Girls 
Eva Dave Storey Lindy Frohnert 

Laing Phil Morrison Sarah Barnett / Darren Rosario 

Under 10 

Reeves Conor Sullivan Jessica Symmons / Shannon Percy 

Smith Peter Ockleshaw Jenny Diab 

Answerth Cadel Duke Mark Britton / Ben Cooper 

Higgins Cam Houston Lucy Fox 

Under 11 Girls Rowbottom Michelle Bourke David Heenan 

Under 11 

Mahoney Haydn Scott Paul Bell 

Sangster Gareth Briglia Dean Moore 

Betharas Dan Cope Matt Quinn 

Under 12 Girls 
McNamara / Div 1 Adam Garvey Dianna Connell 

Moloney / Div 2 Shane Kitts Holly Ames 

Under 12 

Higgins / Div 2 Nick Moore Dan Kennedy 

Baxter / Div 3 Paul Licuria Kylie Brown 

Smith / Div 3 Gavin Coldwell Jonothan Caughey 

Stone / Div 5 Jason Kloszynski Mark Chartres 

Under 13 Girls Vesely / Div 2 Hamish Tostevin Vicki Woods 

Under 13 
Campbell / Div 1 Dave Sheehy John Walshe 

Vickers-Willis / Div 4 Roger Gribble Simon & Amanda Kidd 
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Age Group Team Coach Team Manager 

Under 14 Girls 
Briana / Div 1 James Embelton Annabelle Berryman 

Rowbottom / Div 3  Adam Hutchison Felicity Clissold / Mark During 

Under 14 
Paine / Div 1 Tom Andriske Ava Crawford 

Sangster / Div 2 Jonathan Brown Stef Brunetti 

Under 15 Girls Randall/ Div 1 Ashleigh Martin Adrian Parsons 

Under 15 Boys 

Baxter / Div 1 Heath Goodale Angela Dawson 

Stone / Div 3 Andrew Ronchi James Hemmings 

Betharas / Div 4 Conor Spear Xochitl Elenes 

Youth Girls 
Eva / Div 1 Jamie Pi Effi ArgirosBr 

Lucas-Rodd / Div 2 Matt Hayes Dan Renfrey 
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EMJFC Knights Honour Board 

 
Executive Committee 

Year President Vice President Secretary Treasurer Registrar 

2023 Duganld McWilliams Caroline Hutchison Carolyn Beadle Angus Mackellar Anne Moore 

2022 Simon Bell Dugald McWilliams Carolyn Beadle Angus Mackellar Anne Moore 

2021 Simon Bell Dugald McWilliams Carolyn Beadle Nick Fennessy Anne Moore 

2020 Simon Bell Dugald McWilliams Carolyn Beadle Nick Fennessy Anne Moore 

2019 Steve Foulds Rich Davey Carolyn Beadle Paul Sopikiotis Natalie Barnes 

2018 Steve Foulds Rich Davey Carolyn Beadle Paul Sopikiotis Natalie Barnes 

2017 Steve Foulds Philip McCabe Steven Strong Paul Sopikiotis Steven Strong 

2016 Steve Foulds Philip McCabe Steven Strong Paul Sopikiotis Steven Strong 

2015 Roy Fish David Arnold Andrew Close Rob Andriske Steven Strong 

2014 Marc Gauci 
Roy Fish 

Tony Phillips 
David Arnold Andrew Close Rob Andriske Steven Strong 

2013 Chris Ralph Marc Gauci Andrew Close Rob Andriske Steven Strong 

2012 Chris Ralph Marc Gauci Marc Gauci Rob Andriske Steven Strong 

2011 Lewis Bearman Marc Gauci Marc Gauci Rob Andriske Noel Scully 

2010 Lewis Bearman Marc Gauci Marc Gauci Rob Andriske Noel Scully 

2009 Lewis Bearman James Deighton 
Marc Gauci Marc Gauci Rob Andriske Noel Scully 

2008 Simon Heath James Deighton 
Marc Gauci Marc Gauci Rob Andriske James Deighton 

2007 Roger Teale Simon Heath Marc Gauci Rob Andriske James Deighton 

2006 Roger Teale Simon Heath Rob Mills Cam Christie Cam Christie 



East Malvern Junior Football Club Incorporated  Registration Number: A0010286M 

Year President Vice President Secretary Treasurer Registrar 

2005 Greg Thomas Roger Teale Rob Mills Cam Christie Cam Christie 

2004 Greg Thomas Rob Sandilands Lyn Gray Cam Christie Cam Christie 

2003 David Hodge Rob Sandilands G. Hustwith Greg Thomas Lyn Gray 

2002 David Hodge Rob Sandilands James Nixon Lyn Gray Lyn Gray 

2001 David Hodge Rob Sandilands James Nixon Lyn Gray Mike Rady 

2000 Bruce Hulls David Hodge Mike Rady Lyn Gray Robert Baird 

1999 Bruce Hulls Bruce Wickett Mike Rady Ruth Bennett Kerryn Gilchrist 

1998 B. McMenamin Bruce Wickett Chris Ericksen Bruce Hulls Peter 
Nowatschenko 

1997 B. McMenamin Greg Hope Simon Rofe 
Chris Ericksen Bob Glaister Colin Fairweather 

1996 B. McMenamin Greg Hope John Barry Bob Glaister  

1995 Tim Collie Andrew King John Barry Bob Glaister  

1994 Tim Collie David Duggan Helen Frost Alan Picone Ian Farrell 

1993 Ross Carruthers David Duggan Helen Frost Alan Picone Ian Farrell 

1992 Ross Carruthers John Rosier Cheryl Newsom Ian Johnson Ian Farrell 

1991 John Rosier  Cheryl Newsom Ian Johnson John Howden 

1990 John Rosier Geoff Seebeck Cheryl Newsom Vas Banschikov John Howden 

1989 Geoff Seebeck  Cheryl Newsom Peter Clarke John Howden 

1988 Geoff Seebeck Peter Duncan Cheryl Newsom Peter Clarke John Burk 

1987 Peter Duncan Cam McDonald Helen Whiley Peter Clarke  

1986 Peter Duncan Cam McDonald Helen Whiley Helen Whiley  
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Life Members 

 
Maurie Fanning 
Bob Glaister 
Peter Harley   2002 
John Barry    2003 
Rob Sandilands   2005 
Stewart Gray    2005 
Cheryl Newsom   2006 
Lyn Gray    2006 
Brian Sampson   2007 
Roger Teale    2009 
Lewis Bearman   2012 
Brian Eva    2012 
Chris Ralph    2015 
Robert Andriske   2015 
Tony Phillips   2016 
Roy Fish   2017 
Steve Foulds   2020 
Steve Strong   2020 
Carolyn Beadle  2021 
Heidi Sutherland  2021 
Mick Hegan   2022 
Julian Battistella  2022 
Paul Sopikiotis  2023 
 

Past EMJFC Players to play VFL/AFL/AFLW 

 
Darren Baxter    Footscray, Hawthorn 
Michael Lockman   Richmond 
Will Sangster    Sydney 
Rupert Betheras   Collingwood 
Ezra Poyas    Richmond 
Jackson Paine   Collingwood, Brisbane 
Tom Campbell   Western Bulldogs, North Melbourne, St Kilda 
Ed Vickers-Willis  North Melbourne 
Alicia Eva   Collingwood, GWS 
Brianna Green   Fremantle, WCE 
Tilly Lucas-Rodd  Carlton, St Kilda 
Pepa Randall   Melbourne, GWS 
Jack Higgins   Richmond, St Kilda 
Angus Styles   Sydney 
Bailey Smith   Western Bulldogs 
Noah Answerth  Brisbane 
Olivia Vesely   St Kilda 
Abbi Moloney   Collingwood 
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Eliza McNamara  Melbourne 
Winnie Laing   Carlton 
Jack Mahony   North Melbourne 
Conor Stone   GWS 
Ned Reeves   Hawthorn 
Charlie Rowbottom  Gold Coast Suns 
Matt Carroll   Carlton 
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Major Sponsors: 

 

          

 

 

 

1111 High Street     189 Darling Road  
ARMADALE 3143     Malvern East 3145 

T: 9822 9999      T: 9813 8853 
Daniel.Wheeler@marshallwhite.com.au  mht@mhtdentistry.com.au 

https://d.docs.live.net/a32c4e28d179da2f/Documents/EMJFC/EMJFC/Annual%20Report/2023/Daniel.Wheeler@marshallwhite.com.au
https://d.docs.live.net/a32c4e28d179da2f/Documents/EMJFC/EMJFC/Annual%20Report/2020/mht@mhtdentistry.com.au
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